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* Ser. No. 09/695,562 

Response to Action of 18 December 2002 
Atty Docket 117163-4 

Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (previously cancelled) 

2. (previously amended) The stent as set forth in claim 17 wherem the coating has a non- 
uniform thickness. 

3. (previously amended) A stent as set forth in claim 2 wherein the coating is completely 
missmg at least one location on the surface of the stent. 

4. (previously amended) A stent as set forth in claim 3 wherein the coating is interrupted in 

a grid-like pattern. 

5. (previously aAnded) A stent as set forth in claim 13 wherein the coating is provided in 
the fonn of coating islart^s on the surface of the stent. 

6. (previously amende^A stent as set forth in claim 5 wherein the coating islands are of a 
substantially round configuration. 

7. (previously amended) The stent as set forth in claim 17 wherein the coating islands are 
all of substaiitially the same size. 

8. (previously amehded) A stent as set forth in claim 5 wherein the coating islands in 
regions involving a greaf^ degree of local stretching of the stent surface upon stretching of the 
stent are arranged at a gre^r mutual spacing than in regions involving a lesser degree of local 
stretching of the stent surface 

9. (previously amended) Astent as set forth in claim 5 wherein the coatmg islands m 
regions involving a greater degree^f local stretching of the stent surface upon stretching of the 
Stent are smaller than in regions invVing a lesser degree of local stretching of the stent surface. 
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10, (cancelled) 



11. (previously amended) The stent as set forth in claim 17 wherein the coating comprises 
biocompatible material. 



12. (cancelled) 



1 3. (previously added) A stent havirjg^surface with a coating, characterised in that the - 
coating is formed irregularly on th^rface. 

14. (previously amended) The stent as set forth in claim 18 wherein the coating islands are 
all of substantially the same size, 

15. (previously added) A Went as set forth in claim 6 wherein the coating islands in regions 
involving a greater degree of iLl stretching of the stent surface upon stretching of the stent are 
arranged at a greater mutual spaLg than in regions involving a lesser degree of local stretching 
of the stent surface. \ 

16. (previously added) A stent as^set forth in claim 6 wherein the coating islands in regions 
involving a greater degree of local stret^ing of the stent surface upon stretching of the stent are 
smaller than in regions involving a lesse\egree oflocal stretching of the stent surface. 



17. (current! 
formed thereon, 

wherein the non 



tended) A stent having a surface with anon-uniform an irregular coating 
brm irrogulox coating comprises coating islands. 



) wherein the coating islWs are substantially round, ^ ^ 



■^toiiTth^lpacing of the Wing islands^are dependent upon the degree ofloca l 
^ S tretching prior to radial expansion^ t 

" ' wherein the coating islands are a^Wd^tTgre^^^ing in regions involving a 
greater degree oflocal stretching of the stent^face upon stretching of the stent than in regions 
J, involving a lesser degree of local stretching of the^nt surface. 
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18. (CU 
formed thereoa 



t,y ™«,de6) A s.c.t having a surface «,* «U2ra,«-*«i>-» 




wherein the c\ng islands are substantially louni____^-^ - ^ 

^he.,n the spaSof <he coating islands ar<gp endeut upon 3deg.e of local ^ ^ 



stietching prior to radial ejcpji^ton^ 




Zii:;^-^:^^,^::^^^ « -^o„s invd^ng a greatet degree of local 



stretching of the stent surface upon^Tg of the stent than in reg,ons involving a lesser 

degree oflocal stretching of the stent suf 



ice. 



1 9. (cancelled) 

20. (previously added) The stent as set forth in c lain, 1 8 wherein the coating has an non- 

vmiform thickness, 

21 . (previously added) The stent as set forth in claim 20 wherein the coating is completely 
missing in at least one location on the surface of the stent. 

22. (previously added) The stent as set forth in claim 21 wherein the coating is interrupted m 
a patterned configuration. 

23. (previously added) The stent as set forth in claim 1 8 wherein the coating composes 
biocompatible material. 

24. (cancelled) 



25, (cancelled) 



